
 

 

 

I usually spend most of my 

allotted space on these 

newsletters expounding on 

the accomplishments of our 

amazing staff but since 

Vanessa is going to do that 

perhaps I can take a more 

philosophical approach. I 

would however be remiss if 

I didn’t pump her tires just a 

wee bit. 

To pilot the good ship 

C.C.C.S.  you need to be 

ever mindful of funding 

deadlines, education 

parameters, school 

schedules and one 

thousand other details on a 

weekly basis. Vanessa 

appears to be able to pull 

that all off and still remain a 

really nice person and even 

fun to work with. 

This past six months we 

have concentrated most of 

our volunteer energy to 

emptying the root cellar, 

community forest initiative 

and skates for all projects. 

The bigger picture resource 

issues are on the back burner 

for the time being mostly 

because we didn’t feel our voice 

was making a difference. It is 

however my belief that climate 

change is finally gaining the 

attention of the general public 

and they are beginning to 

realize that resource 

management practices have 

consequences. The wildfire 

events of 2017 have brought 

that message home to many. 

Our sponsorship of “The Era of 

Megafires” was instrumental in 

expanding the conversation on 

forest stewardship and fire 

suppression methods. We can 

thank Jenny and Vanessa for 

partnering with Kristi Iverson as 

well as the South Cariboo 

Sustainability Society to bring 

that film and speakers to the 

community. If we look on the 

bright side of the equation the 

harvesting of this burnt wood on 

the short term may ease the 

transition to the pending 

reduction of the annual 

allowable cut.  

Perhaps a sustainable forest 

industry is not out of reach but 

much more needs to be done 

by industry and politicians to 

create and promote a viable 

value-added sector 

Diminishing salmon returns 

also remain one of our more 

alarming concerns. Industrial 

pollution of the Fraser River 

watershed, rising water 

temperatures, siltation of 

spawning habitat, and open 

net pen fish farming all 

contribute to this decline. 

Rather than point fingers it 

may be more effective for us 

as a group to concentrate on 

some local initiatives to 

improve spawning or rearing 

habitat. 

July – December 2015 

A Word from Our President 
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Coordinator’s Update 
By Vanessa Moberg 

Every six months, when it comes around to newsletter-writing time, I remind the team to just write 

about what they’ve been involved in.  As you’re about to read, they’ve been involved in an impossible 

array of activities.  It’s hard to believe that five part-time staff members are able to accomplish so 

much!  It is because they are impassioned and dedicated, and give so much of themselves to this work. 

They are self-starters too.  Last month, Oliver came into the office and asked if it was okay that he’d 

connected a couple of local restaurants with some of his rancher friends in a food waste diversion pilot 

that he’d started.  He just needed to buy some buckets and make stickers for them.  My answer was, 

“Well of course that’s okay!”  This is just another great example of how we lead, facilitate, and educate 

– connecting people and solving problems. 

With Oliver’s addition to the C.C.C.S. roster, we’ve slightly adjusted Brianna’s role to a focus on 

Marketing and Communications.  It was more about making official a job role which had evolved 

naturally over time.  Brianna’s talents are diverse and include writing, graphic design, digital media, 

report writing, publicity, and relationship building, amongst many other things.  She’s been instrumental 

in a number of our recent “Sustainable Life” special projects, not the least of which is the 2018 reprint 

of our guide “BC Parks, Trails, and Natural Areas of the Cariboo Chilcotin and Central Coast”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are super proud of this booklet!  Please don’t hesitate to swing by the office to pick up a copy.  We are 
generally open Tuesdays and Wednesdays, but it doesn’t hurt to call first to ensure we will be here. 

We were delighted to receive an increase in our Cariboo Regional District fee-for-service last year which, 
amongst other things, allows Mary to spend more hours (and kilometers) reaching the rural schools.  Over 
the past year or so, Mary has been able to make more frequent visits to the Quesnel area, 100 Mile House 
and 108 Mile Ranch, plus the schools out west including Sxoxomic, Stswecem'c Xgat'tem, Tatla Lake, and 
others.  Mary’s enthusiasm and rapport with the kids ensures that she is always in great demand with these 
schools. 

Jenny and Bill, steadfast and kind leaders, make working here at C.C.C.S. such a pleasure, even (and 
especially) when things feel so overwhelming.  Rodger, Martin, Sue, and Rick are always ready to volunteer 
their time and expertise to the seemingly endless array of conservation-related meetings, roundtables, 
special events, and workshops.  And Marg is still on call – you’ll have to pry her from my cold dead hands. 

What an amazing group of environmental ambassadors!  I am so proud to call each and every one of them 

my colleagues.   
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We can always hope smaller examples of effective human behavior can inspire our politicians and 
industry along the path to better environmental stewardship. We will be working in the coming months 
towards developing a local project that will in some way be beneficial to our salmon stocks. 

While we are slaving away implementing all these brilliant ideas I would suggest perhaps the rest of 
you C.C.C.S. supporters get out in the great Cariboo outdoors and enjoy the rest of the summer. 
Catch a fish, pick some berries, paddle a rapid, whatever it is. ENJOY. 
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Things are always busy 

around Waste Wise and this year 

we are noticing some fantastic 

changes, not only in the services 

offered but how keen people are 

to learn the new system and 

actively working to improve our 

community.  Social Science 

proposes that it takes 10% of a 

population to make a community 

change to group behaviour.  That 

could not be truer than the two 

examples highlighted in this 

newsletter. 

A new collection stream at 

the depots is now available and 

the people of the Carbioo Chilcotin 

are eating it up. (not literally, well 

kind of) It’s called “Other Flexible 

Plastics” but we are finding that 

people are catching on faster to its 

commercial designation “Category 

Nine” or “Cat. Nine”. I had one 

child ask “are you recycling kitties 

after they had used up their ninth 

life?”; after I explained dead cats 

are compost, he was very keen to 

learn about “Cat. Nine” and teach 

it to his parents with the caveat it 

wasn’t recycling kitties.  Cat. 9 is 

almost everything else that is 

flexible plastic packaging including 

zip lock bags, bubble wrap, mesh 

fruit bags, plastic woven dog and 

pet food bags and more. My co-

worker Oliver made a great video 

for facebook that was viewed 

many hundreds of times, with 

many enthusiastic reports from 

the public.   

Central Cariboo Disposal asked 

Waste Wise to help with their 

float in the Rotary Stampede 

Parade and I enthusiastically 

jumped on board, creating 

hundreds of triangles out of Cat. 

9 plastics to create bunting for 

the flat deck CCD truck parade 

float that hosted the live band 

“Party on High Street” that would 

play later that night at the Potato 

House.  I followed the flat deck 

and matching garbage truck with 

a fish net picking up garbage 

from the crowd.    

The freezies, candy wrappers 

and other treats tossed from the 

parade made quite a collection, I 

literally ran the entire time from 

one side of the street to the other 

collecting from the audience.  

Next year we will request Rotary 

place the truck at the end of the 

parade so we can pick up 

everything, not just mid-parade 

debitage.  While mentoring Amanda Dragher 

in Quesnel, we discussed some of the 

fascinating technology of waste diversion 

including how a Bridge that collapsed in 

1940 is teaching us how to recycle our 

electronic waste through the use of 

resonance to disassemble electronics to 

their base components… 

Everyone was very thankful for the 

pick-up service and each encounter I told 

people about the new collections program for 

Cat. 9.  The Recycle Trailer (formerly a tent 

trailer destined for the dump) also has a 

receptacle for Category 9 and with festival 

season upon us, both Oliver and I will be 

very engaged talking to residents and 

tourists alike about this wonderful new 

option.  You may have noticed that I call it a 

collection not a recycling program.  We are 

currently in a pilot project with 

RecycleBC.com that will hopefully find a 

recycling end product or destination market 

but if not, the collected materials will be used 

for waste to energy replacing virgin coal. 

 

Waste Wise Update 
By Mary Forbes 

Waste Wise art from the Esk’et 

community 

Waste Wise Tip of the Day: 
It is estimated that 10-12 million tons of textile waste ends up in 

North American landfills each year, so waste diversion 

professionals have turned their focus to the “Fast Fashion” 

industry. How about becoming a conscientious clothing 

consumer? Only buy what you need. Shop at thrift, consignment, 

and vintage stores. Hold clothing swaps with friends & family. 

Learn to sew or find a great local seamstress. 
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On another note, it’s not just Mary and Oliver on 

the prowl for making the Cariboo Cleaner, Tim 

Horsley from Mountview School recently wrote a 

letter to the editor regarding promotional items that 

were prolific at Performances in the Park on 

opening night and orange balloons given at the 

Stampede Parade.  A grade 5 teacher, and leader 

of the Green Team at Mountview that sports a 

Farm to Plate salad bar with composting program 

and excellent recycling program run in house Mr. 

Horsely was horrified by the balloons and nylon 

strings citing “a terabyte of damaging evidence on 

the impacts a balloon given in a moment of joy for 

child can bring life threatening and environmental 

impacts.   

 

 

 

His concern was not the only one as many members of the audience spoke up in concern of the disposable nature of 

the promotional items that littered the ground after the event finished, including the 41 balloons he personally counted 

floating away.  Floating away balloons seems like a bad news story, but Mr. Horsely’s response by writing a very 

respectful letter to the Tribune and other members of the community who spoke up independently of their concerns, 

with a committed community like ours.   

This reminds me how Waste Wise starting recycling baby car seats because a student asked me why aren’t 

they recyclable? “Balloons Blow” is a great website where I was inspired to take Mr. Horsley’s concerns to all the 

automotive dealerships in town and inviting them to go Balloon Free as they are not recyclable or compostable.  If you 

or your business would like to commit to be balloon free please contact the Conservation Society so we can 

shamelessly promote you.  250.398.7929. 

 

Central Cariboo 

Disposal at this 

year’s stampede 

parade! 
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I was re-reading old newsletters this 

morning; my section last year’s started 

with ‘June is one of my favourite months’. 

This year, I think I might add ‘despite the 

bugs’. It seems most recent conversations 

in the Cariboo are starting with a comment 

on the healthy mosquito population; they 

have definitely been a factor on all my 

spring field trips this year, from the River 

Valley to Gavin Lake. Despite that, it has 

been another very busy season with 22 

classes participating and 9 pre-booked 

already for next year as I just couldn’t fit 

them in this year. So we have swatted 

mosquitos as we learn about sewage, 

tested the water quality in the Williams 

Lake Creek, learned about aquatic insects 

in the marsh and especially when studying 

beavers and wetlands at Gavin Lake. The 

storm sewer upgrades have been 

completed so this year’s classes all had the 

complete City water and sewage tour and 

we luckily managed to avoid any really hot 

days for the long walk to the sewage 

lagoons. 

Looking back at my class lists to the 

beginning of January for this newsletter is 

a good exercise as it reminds me of the 

many classrooms I’ve been in and out of. A 

total of 40 classes participated in a Water 

Wise class, Gavin Snow Science, Earth 

Challenge or contributed to the annual 

Library Water Art display this year. The 

Earth Challenge is almost a victim of its 

own success; it has grown over the years 

from four younger classes to all nine grade 

7 classes, so that we now have around 225 

kids participating. We are able to have 

eight kids from each class on the actual 

Earth Challenge teams, which leaves 150 

kids in the audience without much of a 

role, so we are working on ways we can 

engage and include them more in the 

whole process for next year and have them 

contribute to their class’s overall score. 

The Science morning continues to work well, and we 

appreciate all the local groups that contribute their time 

and knowledge to expose kids to the science that goes on 

in our community. All nine classes earn field trips as 

prizes and we are very grateful for all the partnerships 

we have with other community groups and volunteers 

that make these possible. We also enjoyed having a City 

Council team again. 

This year we reprinted our Water Wise bookmarks. These 

have had the same artwork on for at least ten years, so 

we decided it was finally time for a change (and a 

competition!). Six classes entered artwork and then we 

had the (difficult) job of selecting ten new pictures for 

the bookmarks. The final results are impressive, so look 

around town for our new and fresh-looking Water Wise 

bookmarks. We then displayed all the entered artwork at 

the library through March and April as our annual 

children’s art exhibition. 

One more big (and slow) project I am working on is to 

put a new water-related trail into the community forest. 

I have the concept (forest hydrology), and most of the 

sign content together. We have an Indigenous group 

adding Shuswap content to my initial framework. Now I 

am working my way through getting the necessary 

approvals, which is all going well and everyone we have 

consulted so far is very supportive, but it just takes time.  

 

 

Water Wise Update 
By Jenny Howell 

Gavin Lake Fun 

Day for Lake 

City Secondary 

students! 
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CCCS Earth Challenge winning class gets to visit Gavin Lake for the day 

Did you know that xeriscaping your garden can also be Fire Smart too?  

Converting the turf, especially around your house, to xeriscape plantings is 

a great way to limit fire hazards while saving water. Using rocks for mulch 

instead of bark, for example, is a great alternative. And if you can let your 

lawn go a little brown, it’s better to keep the grass on the short side. 

 

Water Wise Tip of the Day: 

We are really hoping to have everything in place for the fall, but realistically this may become a spring 2019 project. 

Assuming we get our last approvals and that we get to the construction stage, we will be enlisting directors and 

volunteers to help with a bit of trail clearing (it is very open forest so will be minimal) and then sign installation. 

To summarize for the school year 2017/2018 – this year 108 classes in Williams Lake and the surrounding region have 

had some form of Water Wise; whether at Gavin Lake, a class session, producing Water Wise library art, or as an 

Earth Challenge class or field trip. This has added up to about 2400 kids, adults and teachers. (Some 

classes/kids/adults will be counted twice if they have signed up for more than one Water Wise ‘event’; although the 

majority only see me once in the year). 

As always, feel free to contact me about any of the Gavin Lake or Water Wise programs: 

Jenny Howell - jhowell@xplornet.ca 
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Maranatha School trash art piece 

Community Events Update 
By Oliver Berger 

 

Well this year started off with a bang!  Roger’s 

Hometown Hockey came to town and livened up the 

city core for a few days of fun.  We had a chance to 

partake with our Waste-Wise skills and interact with 

the public showcasing our enthusiasm and sorting 

skills.  Rogers was so happy with our dedication to 

the public and their team, we were asked to join 

them again for another weekend in Kamloops.   

Our Skates for All program ran again this winter.  

Collecting gently used skates at 3 sites around town 

we were able to hand out over 30 pairs of used skates 

back to public who might otherwise not be able to 

afford them.  Tom at Cariboo Ski has another 40 

skates currently being sharpened for next year’s 

round. 

We decided to produce a new guide here at the 

Conservation Society office.  This trifold brochure is 

solely dedicated to showcasing businesses in town 

that repair things. It was made so the public has a 

general idea on where to fix things rather than 

always just throwing away and buying new.  

Last year’s stored potatoes from our farm gleaning 

project provided nicely preserved potatoes to local 

food banks right up until about a month ago.  They 

were very happy to feed their clients with healthy 

real food.  

  

We launched the Greenify your Business program this year.  We have had great feedback, doing presentations at a 

few offices around town as well as answering numerous phone calls from business owners wanting answers on how 

to deal with their specific waste.   

I had a hand in helping Jenny with this year’s Water-Wise bookmarks.  Together with Papyrus Printers we have a 

whole new line up of these popular bookmarks available.  The artwork is fantastic.  

Waste-Wise your event!  I have spent a fair amount of time doing this.  Helping different markets, events, get-

togethers and reunions manage their waste stream.  We have upgraded our stations with more legible designs, 

pictures and functions, making them easier for the public to understand and easier for us to move around.   Dark 

Times Music Festival, Roger’s Hometown Hockey, Mother’s Day Markets, Soccer tournaments, and the City of 

Williams Lake Wildfire Expo are a few I had the opportunity to partake in. 

April is always crazy for any conservation society because of Earth Day.  Many people contact us for ideas on how to 

partake is this great day.  Mary and I went to Quesnel to work with the Baker Creek Enhancement Society and their 

Earth Day Games.  2 days in the soccer arena where kids get to learn about being water-wise, waste-wise, salmon 

habits and habitats, as well as other nature related topics.  We ran our own Earth Day Challenge here with the 

grade 7s again spending time educating in the classrooms and then putting their memory to the test with our 

Jeopardy style game show day.  
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Our Trash Art Project was a big 

success.  We had the woodworking 

class from Lake City come down to the 

Williams Lake Transfer Station and be 

inspired by wood waste.  A class from 

Maranatha Christian School decided to 

use Share Shed and Thrift Store glass to 

create some wonderful pieces.  They 

are all on display downtown for people 

to look at as they run their errands.   

Because of the plastic straw movement 

created by one heroic sea turtle, we 

have also decided to make it part of 

our teachings here at the Conservation 

Society.  Promoting ‘Stop Sucking’ and 

‘Don’t Suck’ with stickers and t-shirt 

decals we have convinced many public 

and even businesses to refuse the straw 

when unnecessary.  Currently we have 

a box of biodegradable paper straws 

available for restaurants to try and will 

be handing these out shortly.   

Also in the design process are some 

pocket ashtrays. They are airproof 

packages where cigarette smokers can 

dispose of their butts properly without 

littering on the streets or potentially 

causing fires.  These will hopefully be 

rolling out in the next month for us to 

promote.  

 

We worked together with the City of Williams Lake for their first annual Public Works Day interacting with staff and 

public on Waste-Wise and Water-Wise topics.  This collaboration was key for us, it is important to maintain a 

healthy relationship between the educators and the public works sector.  

I have also had many chances to collaborate with the Greenologists at Lake City Campus to help them upgrade their 

composting program. Together with the Memory Garden on Carson Dr. the kids hope to reduce the food waste 

created in the school.  Collection is promptly on schedule.   

Since garbage has been the topic of the year, we have had an overwhelming influx of questions from the public 

about ‘what to bring where?’  These are daily phone calls or messages which we respond to as diligently as 

possible.   

The last 3 hours have been spent compiling exactly what this first 6 months whirlwind of 2018 have been dedicated 

to.  I hope you enjoyed your quick overview of the tip of the iceberg.   

As I say, “Garbage never sleeps”.   

We are always in demand for solutions and hope to be able to keep up.    

 

Williams Lake Secondary woodworking class’s trash art 

piece – beautiful! 



 

Cariboo Chilcotin 
Conservation Society 
102 – 197 Second Ave N 
Williams Lake, BC 
V2G 1Z5 

City of Williams Lake (Jan 2018 – Dec 2018) 

Water Wise Fee for Service - $38,600 

Waste Wise Fee for Service - $24,500 

Cariboo Regional District (Jun 2018 – May 2019) 

Waste Wise Fee for Service - $40,465 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (Apr 2018 – Mar 2019) 

Water Wise Education - $5,500 

Community Gaming Grant (Nov 2018 – Nov 2019) 

Sustainable Life Education - $12,500 

Watershed Health Education - $12,500   

Parks Guide (2018 Reprint) 

BC Parks – $4,700 

Pacific Salmon Foundation - $1,500 

Central Cariboo Arts & Culture Society – $1,000 

Cariboo Chilcotin Coast Invasive Plants Council - $1,000 

Invasive Species Council of British Columbia - $500 

Trash Art Project (2018) 

Central Cariboo Arts & Culture Society – $2,000 

Community Arts Council of Williams Lake - $500 

Water Wise Pool Art Project (2018) 

Central Cariboo Arts & Culture Society – $3,000 

Pacific Salmon Foundation - $2,500 

Hydrology Trail (2018) 

Pacific Salmon Foundation - $1,500 

T : 250.398.7929 
E : ccentre@ccconserv.org 

Working to Maintain Biodiversity 
         & Healthy Ecosystems 

We’re on the Web! 

Check us out here, 

or on Facebook 
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Grants & Funding Update 
 

Yes, please add my email to your list serv, where I can read and post about all 
things conservation!   

Memberships & Donations 
Our organization runs by the power of thousands of volunteer hours and donated 
materials. Memberships and donations contribute to our continuing services to the 
community in conservation work, and public education and awareness.   
Thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm! 
 
For an annual membership or donation, please fill out the form below and either mail or 
drop off to the CCCS office (address at left). If a membership is not right for you, please 
consider passing it along to a friend! You can also give us a call at 250.398.7929.  
 
Circle Membership Type: 

 
Individual: $15.00      Family: $20.00   Senior/Student: $5.00    Group/Business: $30.00 

Donations: 

 $20.00 ____  $35.00 ____  $50.00 ____  $100 ____  Other amount ___________       

 
Name:   __________________________________________________________________ 
Contact (for Business only) __________________________________________________ 
Tel: ________________________ 
Email: __________________________________________________ 
 
Note the CCCS memberships begin June 1st and run to May 31st. 
Midterm membership fees will be adjusted accordingly. 

 

We are very grateful for the 

funding support of these 

organizations, providing us 

with the opportunity to 

continue the ongoing work of 

assuring future generations 

have a healthy environment in 

which to live. 

http://teggiev.wix.com/cccs/
https://www.facebook.com/CCCSociety

