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By Bill Lloyd 

CCCS Board President 

COVER PHOTO: Mary and the CCCS Bikes for All project in Esketemc 

You can also renew your 

membership at the 2017 

AGM. Keep your eyes 

peeled for a date in the 

Fall! 

For reasons that may seem pretty 
obvious, we delayed the release of this 
summer newsletter to a more 
appropriate time – when we knew we  
 

The Wildfire Situation in the 
Cariboo-Chilcotin 
 

were all safe and approaching the other side of these terrible 
wildfires.  While the situation is far from over, we hope that you are 
now in a place to enjoy reading about our activities and progress 
from the last several months.  As you will see in some of our updates, 
before the fires hit, the forestry sector was top-of-mind for us, 
including public meetings about the future of the industry and a 
developing partnership with the Williams Lake Community 
Forest.  Rest assured that in the coming year – more than ever – the 
protection of our forests will dominate the minds and meetings of the 
CCCS board and staff. 
- Bill Lloyd 
 



 
 

The last six months have been a period of transition for the staff and board at the CCCS with the initiation by fire of 

our new Sustainability Coordinator, Vanessa Moberg. I am happy to report that we have all managed to get 

through it all relatively unscathed and that personally I think that it has gone very well. Vanessa’s energy and 

enthusiasm are contagious and her previous experience with governmental funding requirements has proven 

valuable. On other staff matters, I would like to welcome Oliver Berger on board as a member of our Waste Wise 

team. As many of you know, he has been working with Mary Forbes for quite some time and now because of the 

expansion of our module with the CRD, we can actually afford to pay him for the work that he does. 

As far as projects and initiatives over and above our education components are concerned, I would like to 

commend Mary Forbes for the relabeling and recycling of ski jackets from Whistler-Blackcomb. This project 

required countless volunteer hours and has proven almost overly successful so we may have to revisit how we 

plan to deliver it in the future. The value to the community and the planet, however, are fantastic. 

The root cellar project in the basement of the Potato House proved to be a real success for distributing food to the 

less fortunate in our community over the winter months. Somewhere in the neighbourhood of 3000lbs of potatoes 

and carrots were stored and then shared with service groups such as the Salvation Army, St Vincent de Paul, and 

Pregnancy Outreach. We were close to capacity for 2017 but with learned efficiencies, we hope to expand our 

gleaning efforts slightly next Fall. 

A new initiative we are working on with the community Forest is starting to take shape. We would like to develop a 

partnership that involves an outdoor education component with the school district. Jenny Howell, our Water Wise 

instructor, will be working with Ken Day and the Williams Lake Indian Band in the coming months to flesh this out. 

I would like to thank Roger Hamilton from our Board of Directors, for being the inspiration behind this. 

I would like to wish all our members a great summer and hope that you get to embrace some of the great outdoor 

gifts the Cariboo has to offer. 

Bill Lloyd 

CCCS Board President 
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Coordinator’s Update 
By Vanessa Moberg 
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Well, what a busy (and fast) six months it has been 

since I began working for the Conservation Society in 

early 2017.  Marg is greatly missed by all of us, but I’m 

extremely lucky to still have her on speed dial.  She 

has been very generous with her time and advice 

during this critical transitionary phase.  On the whole, I 

feel settled in and right where I’m meant to be.  Jenny, 

Brianna, and Mary have been helpful, patient, and 

welcoming; Bill frequently drops by the office and I am 

extremely thankful for his guidance and support.   

And our team continues to grow!  We’re delighted to 

welcome Oliver Berger to the Conservation Society.  

He is well-known within the local Waste Wise 

community, and his expertise and passion will be a 

vital resource for us – especially as the office seems to 

be getting busier by the day!   

In six months, we’ve had five team meetings, one 

board meeting, four articles and three columns in the 

Tribune/Advisor, two articles and one column in the 

Green Gazette, two library displays, one storefront 

display, five new radio ads recorded, 25+ community 

events attended, and that’s not even counting our 

classroom work and field trips plus all the reporting, 

fundraising, bookkeeping, and other administrative 

work that goes on behind the scenes. 

It takes a village to keep us all on a green path.  In my 

short time here, I’ve already met so many wonderful 

people and had the opportunity to engage with multiple 

sectors including all levels of government, First 

Nations, local businesses, arts, invasive species, 

tourism, agriculture, salmon conservation, nature 

groups, education partners… the list goes on!  It’s truly 

inspiring to work amongst such a dedicated 

community, all of whom are keeping the Earth top of 

mind. 

Sustainable Life Education 

I began working with the Conservation Society in 

January 2017, and there was no time to lose in the 

delivery of the Sustainable Life Education modules.  

One key component of this program is Forest 

Education, and under this umbrella we held a seminar 

on March 16, 2017 called 

 

“The Future of our Forests” in partnership with the 

Council of Canadians and the United Steelworkers 

1-425.  To a crowd of about 75 citizens, special 

guests Ben Parfitt of the Canadian Centre for 

Policy Alternatives and Peter Ewert of Stand Up 

for the North delivered engaging presentations 

with a focus on solutions for our forest economy. 

Another module under Sustainable Life is the 

repurposing program including clothing swaps.  

This spring, Mary arranged to accept several 

hundred pieces of retired staff gear from Whistler 

Blackcomb, including jackets, snow pants, and 

fleeces – all of them expensive, name-brand 

performance wear.  Our “Jackets for All” event was 

born, and quickly became an unexpected hit – 

people lined up through the hallways and down 

the street at Marie Sharpe Elementary where the 

event was held.  We’re still working our way 

through the backlog (and hope to run another 

event soon) so if anyone wishes to volunteer their 

time in scraping logos or applying our CCCS logo, 

please give us a call.  Our sincerest thanks to the 

volunteers that helped out in round one, and 

especially to Marie Sharpe and Schickworks! 

On Earth Day, we held a litter pick scavenger hunt 

with prizes, “Golden Lawns” critter painting, and 

local snacks and drinks provided courtesy of the 

Cariboo Growers Coop. 

 

Vanessa Moberg in her new role as 

Sustainability Coordinator at CCCS! 
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Nearly 50 kgs of litter was collected during the day, but only 16 kgs actually went to the landfill thanks to Mary 

Forbes and Oliver Berger who sorted and diverted most of the garbage into compost, containers, paper, and 

other recyclable materials.  We had 9 participating teams, including crews from Sally Watson (NDP candidate) 

and Rita Giesbrecht (Green Party candidate).  The event was co-marketed with Scout Island, where a morning 

nature walk took place, as well as the Green Gazette, who hosted an Earth Night event at the Central Cariboo 

Arts Centre. 

In June, just in time for Canada’s 150th birthday, the Conservation Society partnered with Robert E. Moberg 

Films to offer a Species at Risk Film Series to the elementary and secondary institutions of Williams Lake, 

including a two-year educational license for the brand new film Giants Among Us: Rick Hansen and the Great 

White Sturgeon.  Both the film’s star (Rick Hansen) and the filmmaker himself (Robert Moberg) grew up here, 

and are excited to share this story with the children of the City.  Rick Hansen narrates the documentary, 

referencing important events in Canadian history, effectively telling the story of Canada through the eyes of a 

150-year-old sturgeon. Many people are unaware that Rick founded the Fraser River Sturgeon Conservation 

Society and is a tireless advocate for the cause.  The Fraser River White Sturgeon are the last truly wild 

population of this species in the world.  While they have survived virtually unchanged for 65 million years, it has 

taken us only a century to put their survival at risk.  The film features the many people working to help protect our 

watersheds and save the sturgeon.  As part of this special package, Robert is also including his last feature 

documentary Bighorns at the Junction.  Set in the Chilcotin grasslands, this film explores the challenges faced by 

local Bighorn Sheep herds that have roamed these grasslands for over 10,000 years, and also how critical nature 

is in our lives. 
As we move forward, I think I’m 

most excited to sink my teeth into 

the Business Education component 

of the Sustainable Life program.  On 

April 8, for the second consecutive 

year, we supported TRU in making 

their 2017 Gala a “Green Event”.  

They had almost 95 pounds of 

waste, but with Brianna and Mary’s 

help, only 8 lbs went to the landfill - 

a diversion rate of 91%.  We’re 

currently looking to expand this 

program to other businesses within 

the community.  Our staff provides a 

waste stream assessment, bins, 

signage, training, and promotional 

materials, and after the event, we 

weigh every bin to provide post-

event metrics.  We continue to 

reach out to the business 

community in other ways, and as 

such, we’ve recently joined the 

Williams Lake Chamber of 

Commerce.  In all, it’s been a busy 

few months – but there’s no better 

way to learn than just diving in head 

first! 

 

Rick Hansen talks about the suctioning power of the White Sturgeon's 

mouth in "Giants Among Us" 



  

Our Water Wise instructor, Jenny Howell, teaching 

students about aquatic life, watershed health, and 

water conservation 

Water Wise/Watershed Health Update 

by Jenny Howell 

June is one of my favourite months. There’s a feeling of energy and buzz everywhere; outside, in gardens, forests, 

rivers but also in the schools where kids and teachers are trying to cram everything in before the end of the school 

year. I am in the schools most days in June, enjoying and absorbing the energy, chatting to classes, getting them 

on buses and heading either to the pump stations at Scout Island, to the river valley for a water testing trip, or out in 

the streets to paint storm drains. We have had to adjust our City water and sewer tours this year by cutting out the 

sewer part- with all the construction in the river valley it is not safe to take classes through to the sewer ponds. So 

instead the City staff discuss the City sewage system while at the pump stations. Then we’ve modified the trip to 

still go to the valley to see the storm drain ponds, discuss the watershed and then explore some of the trails along 

the river which are not affected by the construction. While it is affecting our field trips, the construction is all in a 

good cause as it will complete the needed storm sewer system upgrades at the North end of town. 
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The last six months have been full of the usual combination of classes, Feb Snow Science at Gavin and the (now 

annual) Earth Challenge. We had enough snow for snow science this year, though once again the snowpack was 

below what I think of as ‘normal’. Part of the module focuses on the snow packs as our ‘bank account’ of water for 

the summer ahead so that students can work through the implications of both high and low snow packs as that 

snow melts. Finding intact snow crystals and looking at snow fleas under the microscope are always highlights of 

the module, and we were lucky this year with lots of both. 

Earth Challenge this year included all eight of the Grade 7 classes at Columneetza, as well as the grade 7 French 

Immersion students. Five instructors (Air, Water, Waste, Nature, Invasive Plants) went into the classes at separate 

times and gave an initial lesson that the teachers built upon in class time, using this to base their spring science 

unit on as it ties in very closely to the curriculum requirements for this grade. The Earth Challenge itself went very 

smoothly, especially considering the number of students we had this year (approx. 225). ‘Science’ representatives 

from the community (DFO, Air Quality, Scout Island, Invasive Plants, Mount Polley environmental department and 

Brianna) set up displays that students rotated through all morning and then we had the quiz after lunch. We were 

hoping for a first Nations plant station, but unfortunately they had to cancel last minute and Brianna stepped in with 

very little notice to put together a compost station. She saved the day- thanks Brianna! 

Water Wise students in their very own outdoor 

laboratory! 
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A nice addition this year was a ‘City’ team made up of members of council. They received the Earth Challenge 

booklet, but were at a disadvantage not having attended class sessions or spent the day at Scout Island that the 

classes did. However, they competed gamely against the kids, received a perfectly respectable score, and looked 

like they had fun. Through June, kids are reaping the rewards of their hard work with the field trip prizes they won; 

trips to Gavin Lake, Horsefly spawning channels, Scout Island and the dump. 

All through March and April (over World Water Day and Earth Day), we had beautiful artwork displayed up in the 

Children’s section of the library from two grade 3 classes (Cataline and Nesika). This year we had a river of colourful 

fish above beautiful posters with Water Wise tips on. As always, the librarians said they had lots of positive feedback 

on the display. 

Maude Barlow, Council of Canadians, came to Williams Lake April 10th to promote her new book and discuss water 

issues at the Gibraltar Room. Marilyn Baptiste and I were also invited to speak about local issues, and I was excited 

to be able to show off Water Wise and some lovely graphs of how water consumption has declined since 2006! 

Maude and Marilyn are focused on and directly dealing with such difficult and intractable large- scale issues that it 

was nice to have at least some good local news. 

As part of our community outreach, we always attend the Children’s festival. There was a good turn- out this year 

and young children enjoyed playing with the watershed models which we set up so that kids could experiment with 

adding ‘pollutants’ and seeing how they reached the water. 

The Last Word goes to our new Executive Director 

As you know, Marg Evans retired at Christmas and Vanessa Moberg has 

taken over most of her administrative tasks. Of course, we all miss Marg, but 

Vanessa has been a wonderful addition to our little team and with Vanessa’s 

impressive capabilities and Marg’s ongoing support, the transition has been 

amazingly smooth. I recognize how unusual this is and how lucky we are to 

have such a great combination of personalities and skill sets that work so well 

together; much of which can be credited to Marg for building up the solid 

foundations we now sit on. We’ve decided that between all our part time 

positions and our varying strengths, the combination creates one perfect 

person! 

 

 

Some beautiful artwork creations in the Williams Lake library, 

from our Water Wise students! 

 

In between classes, I updated the Water 

report I have been keeping for a few years 

now to keep track of how water use is 

changing in Williams Lake.  This entails 

adding in 2016 data for water use, updating 

figures for population and looking at 

rainfall/snowfall amounts. With the most 

recent data, we are at about 26% lower 

consumption than we were before 2006 

(Water Wise started in 2006). 2016 was the 

second lowest year for water consumption 

since I have been tracking it from 2006. If 

you would like a full copy of the report, 

please e-mail me and I will be happy to send 

it on. 

To summarize for the school year 

2016/2017- this year 107 classes have had 

some form of Water Wise; whether at Gavin 

Lake, a class session, producing Water Wise 

library art, or as an Earth Challenge class or 

field trip. This has added up to about 2571 

kids, adults and teachers. (Some 

classes/kids/adults will be counted twice if 

they have signed up for more than one Water 

Wise ‘event’; the majority only see me once 

in the year.) 

For any more information on the Water Wise 

program, please contact me at 

jhowell@xplornet.ca 
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So what's new in the world of waste? Mary traveled to the Whistler zero-waste conference this past June and discovered 
that everyone is talking about textiles. Fast food is affecting the health of our nation and now fast fashion is affecting our 
landfills. Most people don't realize that they can donate any soft fabric items from single socks to old t-shirts - even used 
underwear as long as they're clean - to the Big Brothers Big Sisters purple bins around Williams Lake. 
 
There was an interesting presentation about plastics from the Canadian Plastics Institution who asked - why try to ban the 
plastic bag or boycott styrofoam when they have recycling programs?  Instead the Canadian Plastics industry suggested 
we should ban or boycott multi-laminate plastic bags - those shiny weird plastics sometimes used for chocolate, pre-made 
pasta sauces, and children's crackers. These bags have no recycling program and nobody's kicking up a fuss about them 
at all. 
 
Waste Wise presented about the Jackets 4 All recycling program with Whistler Blackcomb. After the conference finished, 
Whistler Blackcomb invited Waste Wise to visit their "boneyard" - a place filled with the leftovers of a multi-million dollar ski 
hill. 

Mary and Vanessa 

hosted a CCCS 

Earth Day event in 

downtown Williams 

Lake, complete 

with a city-wide 

litter pick 

scavenger hunt!  

 

We had some very 

special participants 

in this year’s CCCS 

Earth Challenge 

event at 

Columneetza! 

 

Waste Wise Update 
By Mary Forbes 



  

 
Not only did we find things that can be re-purposed in the future, but also we got to visit the jackets that will be delivered 

to the Conservation Society's Jackets 4 All program this coming fall with a huge selection - more beautiful jackets ready 

to be re-purposed. We don't have an exact date or timeline for the next Jackets 4 All event but we are open to 

suggestions for how to move this program forward.  We want to ensure this clothing ends up in the hands of those truly 

in need. 

 

While we are trying very hard to address these end-of-life issues, our focus is always on education and awareness - in 

the classroom and in the community - in order to prevent waste before it's even created.  We had another very 

successful year for the Waste Wise program - class lists and statistics currently being finalized.  Thanks to the support 

of our dedicated funding partners from all sectors and levels of government, we will continue to educate our children on 

how to be zealously Waste Wise as adults.                                 
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Our newest CCCS team member, Oliver Berger! (2nd from 

left) Networking with fellow CRD Waste Management team 

at this year’s Zero Waste Conference in Whistler, BC 

My name is Oliver Berger and I am excited to be 

the latest and newest member of the Cariboo 

Chilcotin Conservation Society! 

My roots are here in the Cariboo region, being born 

right here at St. John’s Memorial Hospital!  I was 

raised on a hobby farm by a couple Swiss 

immigrants near Spokin Lake Rd.  Being close to 

nature and around animals I quickly grew a deep 

respect and love for our environment and the living 

elements of it.  We didn’t have a well our first few 

years out there and having a minimalist upbringing 

conserving everything we had or using it to its 

bitter end were all normal parts of life for me.   

When work brought my family to town the pace 

changed and life sped up.  We did however keep 

our roots and learnt to adapt our minimalistic styles 

very well. Harassing my peers about managing 

their waste, or annoying my first employers by 

insisting on recycling some of their garbage all 

became normal for me and now my reputation I 

suppose. 

 

After graduation I spent most of those years 

working and saving money to travel.  I spent a year 

in Australia, nearly 6 months in Europe, and have 

lived in different parts of the lower mainland on 3 

different occasions.  I still keep coming back to my 

roots, because I like our community here and the 

people in it. Plus nothing beats mom’s cooking!   

 

New to the Waste Wise 
Team! 
By Oliver Berger 

Life is where I do most of my learning, post-secondary education did 

not jive with my vibe so I take it upon myself that if there is something I 

would like to learn about, I just go and do it!  

 

A few years back I decided that taking care of the world we live in is 

more important than any of my own personal selfish gains.  It was a 

tough adjustment at first, however the karma points started to add up 

and rewards are ten-fold to anything I ever expected. 

I have spent a summer educating the public about Recycling BC’s 

newest guildelines and initiatives at the Central Cariboo Transfer 

Station. 
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I have been working/volunteering at the Potato House Project managing the composting area, 

maintaining the gardening area and teaching anyone who stops by about all the great things we do there.  

I also spent 5 months working for the Cariboo Regional District as a solid waste management technician 

overseeing the operation of all 32 transfer stations and landfills in the 80,000 sq km area.  I have been 

attending recycling conferences in BC and Alberta for the past few years, acquired my Compost Facility 

Operator Course, as well as taken some courses on landfill and waste operations. 

I am happy to bring all my experiences—traveling, working, volunteering, educational, and networking – 

to the CCCS this year and the people of our community! Thank you! 

 

 

Some familiar faces! A very successful litter pick team at our 2017 

CCCS Earth Day event! 

 



 

One of our many 

outreach 

displays, in a 

downtown 

storefront 

window 
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More of our keen Water Wise students, at Gavin 

Lake Forest Education Centre 



 

Cariboo Chilcotin 
Conservation Society 
102 – 197 Second Ave N 
Williams Lake, BC 
V2G 1Z5 

City of Williams Lake: We have two Fee for Services, one to assist in the running of the Water 

Wise program in the schools and community of Williams Lake. This funding ($38,600) assures the 

continuity of the education program which engages all ages in water conservation and provides 

tools for easy ways to save water. The second is for our city-based Waste Wise program, an 

education program focused on reduce, reuse, recycle and rethink ($24,500). We are very excited to 

announce that both of these programs have been renewed for the next three fiscal years! 

Cariboo Regional District: Now in our third year of Regional Waste Wise Fee for Service, we’re 

delighted to say we’ve received an increase in our allocation from $27,000 to $40,465!  This funding 

allows us to travel around the region with our classroom Waste Wise Program and attend events 

within the region. The additional funds will enable us to conduct more food waste education and 

compost coaching, as well as ensure that our popular recycle trailer will be present at more events 

around the community. 

Community Gaming Grant: CCCS received $20,000 in October for our Watershed Health program 

which includes Water Wise classes for regional schools and other watershed education, and our 

Sustainable Life Education program which includes our Outdoor Education modules and waste 

reduction through community programs such as Bikes for All, Skates for All, Veggies for All 

(gleaning/root cellar), Earth Friendly Event and more!  

Fisheries and Oceans Canada: DFO has received our application for the 2017-18 year in the 

amount of $5,500 and we are confident that it will be approved. 

 

We are very grateful for the funding support of these organizations, providing us with the 

opportunity to continue the ongoing work of assuring future generations have a healthy 

environment in which to live. 

 
 

Memberships & Donations 
 Our organization runs by the power of thousands of volunteer hours and donated materials. 
Memberships and donations contribute to our continuing services to the community in 

conservation work, and public education and awareness.  Thank you for your continued support 
and enthusiasm! 
 
For an annual membership or donation, please fill out the form below and either mail or drop 
off to the CCCS office (address at left). If a membership is not right for you, please consider 
passing it along to a friend! You can also give us a call at 250.398.7929.  
 
Circle Membership Type: 

 
Individual: $15.00      Family: $20.00   Senior/Student: $5.00    Group/Business: $30.00 

Donations: 

 $20.00 ____  $35.00 ____  $50.00 ____  $100 ____  Other amount ___________       
 

Name:   __________________________________________________________________ 
Contact (for Business only) __________________________________________________ 
Tel: ________________________ 
Email: __________________________________________________ 
 
Note the CCCS memberships begin June 1st and run to May 31st. 
Midterm membership fees will be adjusted accordingly. 

 
 

T :  250.398.7929 
E : ccentre@ccconserv.org 

Working to Maintain Biodiversity 
         & Healthy Ecosystems 

We’re on the Web! 

Check us out here, 

or on Facebook 
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Grants & Funding Update 

 

http://teggiev.wix.com/cccs/
https://www.facebook.com/CCCSociety

