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News from CCCS 

By Bill Lloyd 

You can also renew your 

membership at the 2018 

AGM. Keep your eyes 

peeled for a date in the 

Fall! 

2017 has been a year of transition for 

C.C.C.S. With two amazing new employees and 

a slight change in management structure, I think 

it has gone very well. One of those employees is 

Vanessa Moberg, our new Sustainability 

Coordinator. Since she is going to tell you all 

about the things we have accomplished this 

past year, I get to wax philosophical about our 

potential direction for 2018. 

Transition and New Directions 
 

I would like to salute Rodger, Martin, and Jenny for their work with the 
Community Forest management group. We hope to create a school education module 
and interpretive trail that will increase knowledge and awareness for the community and 
tourists.  Martin has already taken one of his classes out on a field trip and it 
was enthusiastically received by all involved. 

The Fraser River watershed is the lifeblood of our region and its declining health 
is of great concern to us. Periodic low flow rates and rising water temperatures may be 
beyond our control on the short term, however the many sources of industrial and 
municipal pollution can be reduced or in some cases eliminated. It is interesting that after 
8 years of working with industry and government on the Gibraltar Mines tailings 
discharge permit we created more public awareness by resigning than presenting 
proposals for improvement. 

 
 

Membership 

Renewal 

Form on 

Page 10! 
 



 
 

It is apparent to me that any change in these destructive practices will have to be initiated by citizens and 

taxpayers. Our individual voice is very small but perhaps if we can coordinate all the stakeholders from 

New Westminster to McBride there is a chance to be heard.  The future of our salmon stocks and our right to 

protect fresh water are too important for us not to continue with this issue. 

Food security and storage is also an important 

component of sustainable communities and we will continue 

to promote the concept of building a large community root cellar 

for local producers. 

In closing I would like to recognize Diana French and 

wish her a happy retirement. Most of us know that 

C.C.C.S.  would not exist today without her dedication over the 

past two decades. 

         Enjoy the remaining winter, consume less, and repair your 

stuff! 

Bill Lloyd 

CCCS Board President 
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Coordinator’s Update 
By Vanessa Moberg 
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I’ve officially spent four wonderful seasons 

with the Cariboo Chilcotin Conservation Society, and 

I’m excited to welcome a green new year.  The great 

thing about 2018 is that it’s no longer 2017 – sheesh 

what a year!  Between the wildfires here in the north, 

and the climate change deniers south of the border, 

it’s made me realize that our work is far from done!  

Thankfully, we continue to enjoy strong support from 

our funding partners and members, as well as the 

dedication of our highly capable staff and volunteers, 

so we have all the ingredients to continue making a 

difference in our little neck of the woods.   

This December, we bid a fond farewell to 

Diana French who has retired from our board after 

many years of service to the CCCS.  Diana was 

integral to the Cariboo Chilcotin Conservation 

Council (later becoming CCCS) and critical to the 

establishment of the Cariboo Chilcotin Land Use 

Plan, so we literally wouldn’t be here without her.  

We will miss you, Diana, but hope we can continue to 

benefit from your support, insight, and involvement 

moving forward. 

 

Sustainable Life Education 

I’ve been working closely with Oliver Berger 

on several exciting Sustainable Life Education 

projects – please see his update for more details.  I 

sure appreciate his can-do, jack-of-all-trades 

demeanor.  One key project which will ramp up in the 

New Year is Business Coaching.  Our staff will help 

participating local businesses set up green 

workspaces, teach employees how to work 

sustainably, and supply office stickers and signage to 

maximize awareness and repetitive conservation.  

The aim is ultimately for increased adoption of 

resource conservation, waste reduction, and 

watershed health practices by businesses with trickle 

down effects within the community.  As I now attend 

the monthly luncheons offered by the Williams Lake 

Chamber of Commerce, I hope to entice business 

participation through networking and local 

advertisement. 

 

 

Our vast array of community education 

initiatives continued this year including regular 

radio ads on The Goat and Cariboo Country as 

well as columns in The Advisor and The Green 

Gazette.  These media outlets have been 

exceptionally good to us of late, adding heaps of 

editorial coverage around our various community 

events.  Our Veggies for All gleaning project was 

one such event that enjoyed extra coverage in the 

Tribune.  I personally had fun getting out into the 

fresh air and getting my hands into the soil.  Within 

minutes of my arrival, however, I’d already 

developed a large blister on my hand, earning me 

the nickname of “Office Flower”.  With help from 

Bill, Rick, Rodger, Nola, Oliver, Mary and her 

daughter Phaedra, we gathered, dried, sorted, and 

stored an estimated 4,000 lbs of potatoes at the 

Potato House.  Hundreds of pounds have already 

been donated to local families through the St. 

Vincent de Paul hamper program.  Our thanks to 

Earl Wilson of Silver Birch Farms for the generous 

donation.   

In addition to the potatoes, we were also 

able to provide non-perishable food items and a 

cash donation to each of St. Vincent de Paul and 

the Pregnancy Outreach Centre, historically the 

two main beneficiaries of our community root 

cellar. 

 

Happy 1 year anniversary with CCCS, 

Vanessa Moberg! 
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These donations were gathered through our Earth Friendly Holiday Event in November.  The EFHE is 

yet another one of our community events which would be impossible without the efforts of our dedicated 

volunteers.  Extra special thanks to Marg Evans for doing a very large portion of the coordination, gleaning, and 

organization. And the event continues to be incredibly popular - one woman told me that it had become a 

"tradition" for her, and another said it was a holiday season "favourite" for her family. 

With all the Hometown Hockey buzz in Williams Lake this year, we decided to reinstate our Skates for All 

program in December.  We've placed three collection bins around Williams Lake - at Safeway, Save-On Foods, 

and the Recreation Complex.  Any gently used skate donations we collect will be redistributed within the 

community to those who need them, both during and after the Hometown Hockey event.  Caribou Ski has 

generously agreed to assist us by refurbishing the skates we collect by sharpening them as well as disinfecting 

them using an anti-microbial machine at their location.  We will also purchase laces for any skates requiring new 

ones.  The City of Williams Lake is delighted that we were able to incorporate this program into their Hometown 

Hockey event. 

As mentioned in the June newsletter, we 

have been spending more of our time on forest 

education issues, and to that end, we co-

sponsored a special “Era of Megafires” film 

presentation at the Gibraltar Room on November 

30th with our friends at the South Cariboo 

Sustainability Society hosting the 100 Mile 

presentation on November 29th. Since the summer 

of 2017, more than ever we feel the need for 

greater education and awareness surrounding 

sustainable forestry management practices.  This 

very well-attended session offered a unique 

learning opportunity to citizens who wished to 

understand the causes and solutions around the 

relatively modern issue of megafires. Because our 

mandate is to maintain and enhance the health of 

the environment as the basis of a strong economy 

and vital society, we are always looking to engage 

with industry, including the forestry sector, to strike 

a balanced sustainable approach to harvesting our 

natural resources.  We offered entry by donation, 

and with over 150 people in attendance, we 

cleared approximately $500 at the door.  This was 

donated to the Williams Lake Rotary Club to assist 

with their efforts to establish three volunteer fire 

departments out west, in Anaheim Lake, Tatla 

Lake, and Alexis Creek. 

As we head into the New Year, my focus 

will be on completing the fundraising and 

development for the 2018 reprint of our ever-

popular Conservation Field Guide.  In the 

meantime, I wish everyone a very happy and 

healthy 2018. 

 

Waste Wise team member, Oliver Berger, 

doubles up his hockey stick with a garbage picker 

at the Hometown Hockey Event’s Waste Wise 

booth! 



  

Water Wise/Watershed Health 

Update 

by Jenny Howell 

After Gavin winds up each Fall, I head 

back into the classrooms again with the four 

Water Wise modules. I had 24 classes this 

November and December (12 in 100 Mile), with 

quite a few more bookings in January and field 

trip spaces for the spring also booking up. The 

Water Wise modules cover the City water and 

sewage system, the structure of the water 

molecule, water as a solvent, the water cycle, 

groundwater and how contaminants can travel, 

watershed health and of course water 

conservation. These modules mix and match 

depending on what students may have previously 

had and how it ties into what the class is 

currently studying. I am thinking of adding in one 

new module for older kids next year that focuses 

on world water situations, and furthers a sense of 

appreciation for the water we have compared to 

so many others and emphasizes even more how 

important it is to preserve and protect it. 
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Sustainable Life Ed: 

Since the last newsletter, we all now have a new experience to add to our resumes; surviving a 
summer of wildfires. At Gavin Lake, we had many fires close by; two that came uncomfortably close to 
camp, leading to evacuations in both July and August. This meant we weren’t sure if the fall program would 
be able to begin on time, but at the last minute, restrictions were lifted on the north side of the lake and 
the school buses started rolling in. Then the well ran dry from exceptionally low lake water levels (a 
combination of drought and constant pumping/bucketing from the lake all summer) so we had to cancel two 
classes while a new well was put in. In all, twenty classes came out, with the Conservation Society 
sponsoring ‘Beavers and Wetlands’ (which I taught) and ‘Aquatic Insects/Trout’, (taught by Shannon 
McGinty). The Beaver module took last year’s ‘Wetlands’ in a new direction, discussing the biology of 
beavers, their role as an ecosystem keystone species and the value of wetlands for watershed health, but 
still incorporating key aspects of the old module, identifying some wetland plants and looking at 
microorganisms in the wetland ‘mud’. The fire restrictions meant we weren’t able to go on the south side of 
the lake, but we were still able to go on the boardwalk into the marsh as far as the bridge and find beaver 
canals, beaver chew sticks and beaver lodges. Both modules received very good reviews by both students, 
parents and teachers, and it is also now officially my favourite module.  

 

Water Wise instructor, Jenny Howell, teaching 

one of her many classes of attentive students. 
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As always, each class gets a ‘Waste Wise’ talk soon after arrival, including sorting through the garbage to 

show students what could have been recycled/composted. While at camp, students share chores to keep camp 

running smoothly, including processing the compost, recycling and taking food to the chickens. 

This year’s Earth Challenge will be on April 18th at Columneetza, and will include all ten grade 7 classes. I 

am in the early planning stage, booking groups and instructors and thinking through the logistics with so many 

classes involved. We will have instructors in Waste, Water, Air, Invasive Plants and Nature- with each class 

spending a day at Scout Island for the Nature component. 

The CCCS Board initiated an educational partnership with the Williams Lake Community Forest this year, so 

as part of that, I have started a new Forest Trail project. To tie into and build on what we have already done with 

Water Wise, I thought it would be interesting to focus in on the hydrology of forests and how trees both move and 

protect water, which would also give the opportunity to discuss climate change and forest fires. If you have seen the 

signs on the Shuswap Trail at Gavin Lake, I am imagining something similar, and with links for teachers to access 

further resource materials. Once I have a skeleton concept together, I am hoping to meet with First Nations and the 

Community Forest Board in the New Year to develop it further. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or suggestions for the Water Wise program. 

-Jenny Howell, Water Wise Instructor 

jhowell@xplornet.ca 

 

 

 

 

Water and Waste Wise team at the 2017 Earth Friendly Holiday 

Event! 
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Dear Waste Wise Friends and Colleagues-Happy Holidays and all the best for the New Year!   With a New Year 

comes new resolutions, and the Williams Lake Senior Secondary has resolves to improve their recycling and are piloting 

some new bins in their commons area.  Those same style of bins will be the ones we use with manned educators at three 

recycling stations for the Rodgers Sportsnet Hometown Hockey events happening in Williams Lake this January 6 th and 7th, 

we will see to it there will be a sea of red, not a sea of garbage!   

The Earth Friendly Event was a blast as always with Waste Wise running the kitchen all food waste and packaging 

was composted, recycled and displayed beautifully using vintage dishes and table clothes from the thrift stores, share sheds 

and Potato House. 

On December 19th, Waste Wise attended the Cataline Christmas meal where staff serve the students, and this year 

everything did not go in the garbage. Everything was composted or recycled or reusable, and waste wise was a huge part and 

proud to be there. We collected and diverted: 

• Garbage 1.5 kgs 

• Paper 11.5kgs 

• Co-mingled recycling 5.7kgs 

• Plastic 0.3 kgs 

• Compost 16 kgs 

Deliciousness at the Cataline Christmas Meal on December 19th, where 

Waste Wise diverted 33.5 kgs of waste! 

 

Waste Wise Update 
By Mary Forbes 



  

Speaking of Waste diversion, Waste Wise was proud to bring out 96 jackets from the Jackets for All program to 

the SD 27 Outdoor Education School at Tatla Lake providing them to their students and any others who visit for ski, 

snowshoe and other outdoor adventures.   

Two new Waste Wise programs are past their piloting stage (testing on real live audiences) and are now 

available for classes.  “Waste Line-the past to fast fashion” is a super fun program that is longer than our normal 45 

minutes as it involves dressing the students up in period costumes dating from 1880’s to 1980’s and discovering how 

much we have vs. how much we need with a dip into Water Wise for how much water it takes to make clothing and 

back to Waste Wise again for locations to deposit your used, clean, dry textiles in the Cariboo, and great places to pick 

up rockin’ used threads. 

While playing dress up is close to my heart, the second program “Food Waste” is equally excellent with 

classroom garbage can audits that result in finding sandwiches in their ziploc bags, full bananas and more in the 

classroom black hole.  By examine each one and talking about the love and resources that go into each kids lunch they 

are encouraged to go one week without food waste to win a field trip (to the food bank☺).  Of the two classes I tested it 

on, one teacher said “I cannot add more work to my day” and another who said “we can do this!”  from the same school: 

I am looking forward to seeing how this plays out in the future. 
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Oliver works with Columneetza students on labeling and 

organizing their waste diversion station 
Well it has been a busy month for me here at 

the Conservation Society!  Mostly I have been getting 

myself familiar with all the programs the Society puts 

together as well as starting some new ones. 

We recently initiated our ‘Stop Sucking’ 

Campaign, encouraging people to stop using straws.  

An unrecyclable item and always in the top ten for litter 

picks around the world, we feel it is an easy habit for 

humans to change.  We designed and printed out some 

stickers, have spoken with some businesses and 

schools, and so far have had great feedback. The 

Williams Lake Film Club also showcased a movie 

about STRAWS which we helped promote. We have 

this film now to use as an educational tool for our 

presentations. 

 

What’s New in the 
Community 
 

By Oliver Berger 

With Hometown Hockey coming to Williams Lake in January, 

we have decided to reimplement our Skates for All program.  So far we 

have 3 collection bins set up, one at Save-On Foods, Safeway and the 

Cariboo Memorial Complex for skates.  Also we have started planning 

our waste stations and promotional material for the event. 

The Williams Lake visitor’s guide will be coming out early next 

year.  In this issue we will be adding informational banners throughout 

the guide informing the public on waste and water statistics with helpful 

solutions.  I have designed a dozen different banners that will include 

these tid-bits, specifically geared towards local information for our area. 
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We have finished designing a Guide for businesses in Williams Lake that repair items.  The Williams Lake 

Repair-It Guide showcases local businesses that specialize in fixing certain items, so we can encourage people to 

repair instead of throwing away and buying new.  We have compiled a list and categorized them accordingly.  We will 

have these printed out by the new year and will be distributing them then.  

I have been fortunate enough to join Mary Forbes with some waste presentations at our local elementary 

schools.  Presenting alongside Mary has been very helpful so far as I will be doing some of these presentations on my 

own next year! 

 

Waste Wise Jackets for All team show off their work! 



 

One of our most 

popular events: the 

2017 Earth Friendly 

Holiday Event 
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Lovely Lucia LaPlante-Rojas: proud of her earth 

friendly creation! 



 

Cariboo Chilcotin 
Conservation Society 
102 – 197 Second Ave N 
Williams Lake, BC 
V2G 1Z5 

City of Williams Lake: The first of our two Fee for Services assists us in the running of the Water Wise 

program in the schools and community of Williams Lake. This funding ($38,600) assures the continuity of the 

education program which engages all ages in water conservation and provides tools for easy ways to save 

water. The second is for our city-based Waste Wise program, an education program focused on reduce, reuse, 

recycle and rethink ($24,500). We have just completed year one (2017) of our three-year contract with the City 

for both of these programs, and we are very thankful for this critical support. 

Cariboo Regional District: As previously reported, we were delighted to receive an increase in our Regional 

Waste Wise Fee for Service allocation from $27,000 to $40,465. This increase in funding allows us more wages 

and kilometres to travel around the region with our classroom Waste Wise Program. The additional funds also 

enables us to conduct more food waste education and compost coaching, as well as ensure that our popular 

recycle trailer will be present at more events around the community. 

Community Gaming Grant: We are happy to announce that we’ve received an increase in our Gaming 

contract this year from $20,000 to $25,000 for our Watershed Health program – which includes Water Wise 

classes for regional schools and other watershed education – and our Sustainable Life Education program – 

which includes our Outdoor Education modules plus community waste reduction programs such as Bikes for 

All, Skates for All, Veggies for All, Earth Friendly Holiday Event and more!  

Fisheries and Oceans Canada: We are excited to announce that DFO has renewed our $5,500 contract for 

the 2017-18 year to support many of our Water Wise initiatives including Classroom Education, Xeriscape 

Gardening, Tap to Bottle, Shoreline Awareness, Storm Drain Awareness, and many others! 

Other Funding: Through initiatives like the Conservation Field Guide, the Community Forest Trail, our 

Recycled Art Competition, and various other projects, CCCS has applied for and/or received support from the 

Pacific Salmon Foundation, the Cariboo Chilcotin Coast Invasive Plants Council, the Community Arts Council of 

Williams Lake, the Central Cariboo Arts and Culture Society, and the Williams Lake Stampede Association. 

 

We are very grateful for the funding support of these organizations, providing us with the 

opportunity to continue the ongoing work of assuring future generations have a healthy 

environment in which to live. 

 

Memberships & Donations 
 Our organization runs by the power of thousands of volunteer hours and donated materials. 
Memberships and donations contribute to our continuing services to the community in 

conservation work, and public education and awareness.  Thank you for your continued support 
and enthusiasm! 
 
For an annual membership or donation, please fill out the form below and either mail or drop 
off to the CCCS office (address at left). If a membership is not right for you, please consider 
passing it along to a friend! You can also give us a call at 250.398.7929.  
 
Circle Membership Type: 

 
Individual: $15.00      Family: $20.00   Senior/Student: $5.00    Group/Business: $30.00 

Donations: 

 $20.00 ____  $35.00 ____  $50.00 ____  $100 ____  Other amount ___________       
 

Name:   __________________________________________________________________ 
Contact (for Business only) __________________________________________________ 
Tel: ________________________ 
Email: __________________________________________________ 
 
Note the CCCS memberships begin June 1st and run to May 31st. 
Midterm membership fees will be adjusted accordingly. 

 
 

 

T :  250.398.7929 
E : ccentre@ccconserv.org 

Working to Maintain Biodiversity 
         & Healthy Ecosystems 

We’re on the Web! 

Check us out here, 

or on Facebook 
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Grants & Funding Update 
 

http://teggiev.wix.com/cccs/
https://www.facebook.com/CCCSociety

