
 

 

  Every year about this time, 

most of you have been 

sipping your eggnog and 

enjoying heartfelt stories by 

the likes of Allan Maitland 

and Gordon Pinsent. I on the 

other hand am forced to 

write a short essay of praise 

for Vanessa’s ever-

expanding kingdom known to 

most of you as C.C.C.S. 

Since I can’t ski yet and have 

lost the ability to run away 

with anything resembling 

speed, I will have to give it a 

go. 

   The good thing about all of 

this is that it is not difficult to 

find many praiseworthy 

things to say about the staff 

and their activities.  They 

certainly deserve all the 

accolades we can send their 

way but I know you have 

heard it many times before 

and some of us see it on a 

daily basis so I will keep that 

part short. 

  The other risk we run here 

is this going to Vanessa’s 

head and, considering her 

small stature we don’t want 

things to get out of 

proportion. 

   On a more serious note, I 

would like to recognize that 

core group of people who 

buy memberships and 

support our activities 

throughout the year.  Without 

your support we would not 

exist and the fact that you 

lead by example with a 

smaller environmental 

footprint on earth rubs off on 

your neighbours and the rest 

of the community. 

Conservation practices 

spread like religion and 

given time become the new 

normal. 

   The acceleration of climate 

change has heightened 

awareness to our causes 

which is ironic but also 

helpful to change behaviors. 

The fact that I was still 

picking kale from my garden 

in mid-December isn’t a bad 

thing either. I was listening to 

a scientist on the radio the other 

day explaining the merits of the 

latest Mars landing and the 

possibility of human life surviving 

on a planet with no atmosphere 

and extremely cold 

temperatures. Perhaps we 

should turn our attention to 

learning how to live in harmony 

on this perfectly good planet we 

have before us. 

  As far as a Christmas wish list 

goes on a local level, I would like 

to see a resolution by industry 

and government on the roadside 

logging debris issue. Seems 

ridiculous to be burning slash 

piles within a few miles of the 

energy plant.  
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Coordinator’s Update 
By Vanessa Moberg 

It’s that time of year when we naturally reflect on the last 12 months (which felt more like 12 minutes) and 

I’ve found myself feeling so thankful for this job, the sense of purpose it gives me, and the tremendous work 

we do as a team. However, I’m most grateful for the amazing staff and board I get to call my colleagues, all 

of whom bring more to this organization than they take from it.   

Brianna is an outstanding farmer, agriculturalist extraordinaire, and is well-known throughout the local foods 

community.  Mary embodies the Potato House, is a brand new School Trustee, is beloved by kids across 

the Cariboo Chilcotin, and lives and breathes this community.  Oliver’s passion for recycling and 

composting is contagious, and he has just purchased two backyard pigs to bring his composting game to a 

new level.  Jenny is practically famous within the school system, synonymous with water health and 

conservation, and helps her husband Mike run the ever-awesome Gavin Lake.  To me, it’s like the staff are 

innate environmentalists, and we just happened to be lucky enough to draft them to Team CCCS. 

This year I also found great joy in seeing our board and other volunteers step up to the plate.  Our Gleaning 

Day was the best yet, with 48 grade 7 students coming along for the ride, all arranged by Martin Kruus. His 

daughter, Ella, just a tween herself, did her second consecutive year happily running a station for us at the 

Earth Friendly Holiday Event.  Most of the supplies for this event (many are required!) are gathered by Marg 

Evans, Rick Dawson, Rodger Hamilton, and Bill Lloyd.   

 

 

 

 

 

Rick and Rodger are also regulars at our gleaning events.  In addition, our board members attended 

numerous special events, public meetings, and board meetings to represent CCCS in important discussions 

on wildfires, land use, and mining issues.  They give so freely of their time and energy, and it’s humbling. 

And if that weren’t enough, I’ve also been spoiled this year – people have dropped off so much homegrown 

goodness to me including honey, eggs, sunflowers, baked goods – when did I get so lucky?  It is incredibly 

motivating and rewarding to work within this circle, and we count you – our members – as a critical part of 

this Green Team!  We wouldn’t have this organization (and all of its goodness) without your support.  As we 

read, watch, and listen to the relentless stories of a suffering Mother Earth, let’s continue to walk this path 

together, never giving up.  Thank you from all of us at CCCS and here’s to a greener, cleaner 2019! 

 
Vanessa Moberg 
Sustainable Life Coordinator 
Cariboo Chilcotin Conservation Society 
 
ccentre@ccconserv.org 
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    Happy holidays everyone. Enjoy your families and the winter in whatever way it works for 
you. Make sure to do something extra special for the planet this coming year. It needs all the help we 
can give it. 

Bill Lloyd 
Board President, 
Cariboo Chilcotin Conservation Society 
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I think it’s safe to say that 2018 was a very 

special year for all of us at CCCS. I, 

personally, was very happy to be able to 

spend more time at CCCS than the previous 

year and it’s been great because they are 

an amazing crew! Passionate, hard-

working, generous, and kind. And the 

volunteers are just exceptional. After 

spending some time away, it’s always 

humbling how much more you can 

appreciate the good things! 

As for CCCS projects, we continued with 

some tried and true events such as the 

Earth Friendly Holiday Event (EFHE) in 

November, and launched some new ones 

such as the Water Wise Salmonid and 

Habitat Health art exhibit in December. The 

EFHE was one of the biggest this year. The 

Downtown Williams Lake Winter Lights 

Festival drew a big crowd this year no 

doubt, so our Saturday was jam packed. 

And the wreath room has never been 

busier. I hope Santa got Marg and Jenny 

some foot massages for Christmas!  

Huge thanks go out to the partner organizations, (Scout Island Nature Centre, the Community Arts Council of Williams 

Lake, the Central Cariboo Arts and Culture Society, and all the member artist groups), and the volunteers: it’s a lot of 

work and they go the extra mile for this event for sure. 

In December, we unveiled an art exhibit we had been working on since June. This is a project we had never done 

before so we greatly appreciated the guidance and help from the Central Cariboo Arts and Culture Society, City of 

Williams Lake staff, the artists, and volunteers. This was a Water Wise project, and as such, it focused on salmonid 

health and the health and conservation of their habitat. We decided to do this via an art exhibit because it is such a 

positive and beautiful form of environmental education and develops an appreciation for salmon. We commissioned 5 

pieces of art from local artists and installed them in the new Sam Ketcham pool viewing area. We thought this was a 

good venue to illustrate that everything and everyone – even the local pool – is part of a watershed. We then 

coordinated an opening gala to celebrate the pieces, chat with artists about their work, and thank funders, such as the 

City of Williams Lake and Cariboo Regional District via the Central Cariboo Arts and Culture Society, and the Pacific 

Salmon Foundation. It was an amazing event and we just love seeing the pieces there from local artists. Feel free to 

go check it out if you haven’t seen it! It will be in place for a minimum of 5 years. We will also be featuring each artist 

and their piece on our facebook page in the next few weeks so do check that out if you’re interested. 

Community Events 
By Brianna van de Wijngaard 

The talented Salmon Health Artists! (from L to R): 

Linda Bachman, Suzie Ambrose, Kevin Easthope, Joan Beck, 

Maureen LeBourdais 

https://www.facebook.com/CCCSociety/
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There are many other bits and bobs we’ve been working on since June. We aim to maintain our most successful 

projects, while trying out new ones most relevant to conservation today. We thank each and every member and 

volunteer for your continued support and interest. We couldn’t do it without you! 

 

Happy Holidays and New Year, 

Brianna van de Wijngaard 

Communications Coordinator   

Cariboo Chilcotin Conservation Society 
 
wastewise@ccconserv.org 
 

 

Linda Bachman’s beautiful “On the Run” 

 

Maureen LeBourdais’ “Coming Home” 
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The Fall Gavin Lake program this year had 

a much more peaceful start than in 2017 

with no fires to contend with. CCCS always 

sponsors two of the modules, and this year 

we said a sad goodbye to Karla Van Diest 

who retired after teaching one of them for 

many years and a huge welcome to Kim 

Zalay who took over her position. Kim 

taught the grade 7 outdoor class at 

Columneetza, so was an extremely well 

qualified addition to the ‘Gavin’ crew. She 

taught ‘the Perfect Stream’ and I taught 

‘Species at Risk’; now quite an old module, 

but still so relevant and well put together 

that I keep bringing it back every few years. 

We had 22 classes come through. This 

year, with our very own garbologist, Oliver, 

on the Gavin staff we tag- teamed the 

introductory garbage talk that all classes get 

soon after they arrive at camp; I did the 

more scientific-y facts part and Ollie did the 

hands on (literally) and dug through the 

garbage to actually show kids, parents and 

teachers appropriate waste management. 

With Ollie on staff and policing the garbage 

bins we had the lowest ‘real’ garbage ever 

this year; approximately half a bag for 60 

people; most of that was from the pre-

packed lunches kids brought with them to 

camp. 

This year’s Earth Challenge will be on April 

18th at Columneetza, and will once again 

include most of the grade 7 classes. We will 

have instructors in Waste, Water, Air, 

Invasive Plants and Nature- with each class 

spending a day at Scout Island for the 

Nature component. The Earth Challenge 

booklet is being reprinted in January, so we 

are revising each section and also adding in 

a specific climate change section at the start 

of the booklet to tie all the sections together. 

We will have a new format this year; with so 

many classes now participating (approx. 

225 kids) we      

 

need to engage the rather large teenage audience more 

effectively. The current plan is to have ‘away teams’ also 

out competing for marks with various activities that 

contribute to their class score and then the quiz teams and 

a small audience will compete in the cafeteria.  

The Community Forest Hydrology Trail is progressing 

slowly, but moving forward. I have the signs pulled 

together and am currently getting some First Nations 

language input on them. We have most of the approvals 

we need; it is currently before the Williams Lake Indian 

Band for the final approval. We have also submitted a 

Community Forest grant application to help with some of 

the costs involved. So assuming everything continues on 

track, we are hoping to put the trail in this spring, and at 

that stage will be looking for volunteers to come and help 

with some trail clearing and installing the signs. 

With so many other projects this year, I was planning to 

cut back a bit on classes, so didn’t send out a general 

booking letter to teachers this year. However, it seems I 

am incapable of actually turning down any unsolicited 

requests, so had 17 classes before Christmas and many 

more to come in January. I pulled together a new ‘World 

Water’ module, focused on water and sewage challenges 

in other countries and the resultant health issues and 

mortality rates. 

 

Water Wise Update 
By Jenny Howell 

Gavin Lake – 

Species At Risk 

survival game 

players, on their 

marks! 
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Gavin Lake – Species At Risk fall program participants 

Did you know that the production of new garments uses approximately 1/3 

of the world’s fresh water resources? The number of new garments 

produced annually has doubled since the year 2000 and we’d like to slow 

that down a little. We’re hosting a clothing swap in January! If you’ve never 

been to one before, they are ridiculously fun. Keep an eye out on our 

website or facebook page for more details, or give us a call! 

Water Wise Tip of the Day: 

This module is now in rotation and is ideal for kids that have had most of the previous four. It has a couple of games, 

including one with kids carting heavy buckets to get the sense of what being the family ‘water carrier’ would entail. I 

worried at first it would be too much for kids, but teacher feedback so far is that it is effective and kids need to hear 

about these things. My hope is they appreciate even more the water that we have here and the reasons for protecting 

and preserving it as they learn some of the consequences of not having adequate water and sanitation. 

As always, feel free to contact me about any of the Gavin Lake or Water Wise programs: 

Jenny Howell  

Water Wise Instructor 

Cariboo Chilcotin Conservation Society 
 

jhowell@xplornet.ca 
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School trash art pieces at Big Lake 

elementary 

Waste Wise Update 
By Oliver Berger 

 

Well these past few months we have spent finishing up 

the projects we began so that our minds can focus on 

new projects on the horizon.  For me this included 

finishing up delivering our eco-packaging bags to the 

businesses in Williams Lake. Filled with great ideas on 

how to avoid styrofoam to-go packaging and 

compostable straws, businesses were excited to 

receive FREE stuff for once!   

With additional funding from the Central Cariboo Arts 

Council I continued with the Trash Art projects.  With 

inspiration from the Earth Friendly Holiday Event, we 

made xmas tree ornaments out of straws, 6pack rings 

and other leftover type material.  I was able to visit the 

kids out at Big Lake Elementary, GROW learning 

centre & Sxoxomic Community School out at Esk’et. 

See more pictures online on our facebook page!  It 

was great fun and the kids took away the fact that 

there is value in the things we might just think are 

garbage.   

I also had the privilege of setting up Quesnel’s new 

recycling depot through the CRD. Up here I used all 

my conservation knowledge and shared with the folks 

and town. Creating a new network of people that care 

and new opportunities to educate.   

 

We have been putting the finishing touches on our new Earth Challenge booklet for the grade sevens.  

I have also had a lot of excellent feedback on our new ‘Food not Wasted’ waste-wise diversion program.  Restaurants can 

now dispose of their food waste responsibly to farmers who need feed for their livestock.  This program has forced me to 

take on a couple pigs so that I can properly understand what the farmers need and how the process will work.  It is still in 

progress and hope to compile a list of farmers and restaurants so that we can hand it over once it is built. 

Thanks again for all the opportunities to continuously build programs that we are passionate about! 

 

It is estimated that North Americans send 9.5 

billion tonnes of textiles to the landfill every 

year. Did you know you can recycle your 

textile waste? Yes! Just look for the purple 

Boys and Girls Club bin at the Frizzi rd transfer 

station. 
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GROW and Sxoxomic community school students create their trash art! 

 



  

City of Williams Lake: The first of our two Fee for Services assists us in the running of the Water Wise 

program in the schools and community of Williams Lake. This funding ($38,600) assures the continuity of the 

education program which engages all ages in water conservation and provides tools for easy ways to save 

water. The second is for our city-based Waste Wise program, an education program focused on reduce, 

reuse, recycle and rethink ($24,500). We have just completed year one (2017) of our three-year contract with 

the City for both of these programs, and we are very thankful for this critical support.  

 

Cariboo Regional District: We are midway through year 2 of our 3-year Regional Waste Wise Fee for 

Service contract ($40,465).  In addition to all of our regular Waste Wise work, this increased contract allows 

us more wages and kilometres to travel around the region with our classroom Waste Wise Program and to 

conduct more food waste education and compost coaching, as well as ensure that our popular recycle trailer 

will be present at more events around the community.  

 

Community Gaming Grant: For the second year in a row, we have received an increased amount in our 

Gaming contract ($25,000) for our Watershed Health program – which includes Water Wise classes for 

regional schools and other watershed education – and our Sustainable Life Education program – which 

includes our Outdoor Education modules plus community waste reduction programs such as Bikes for All, 

Skates for All, Veggies for All, Earth Friendly Holiday Event and more!  

Fisheries and Oceans Canada: This year, the kind and patient DFO staff guided us through a change in 

funding format, from contract format to a contribution agreement, with no change in the amount ($5,500).  

The change may be better for us in the long run, and we’ll continue to put the money to good use to support 

many of our Water Wise initiatives including Classroom Education, Xeriscape Gardening, Tap to Bottle, 

Shoreline Awareness, Storm Drain Awareness, and many others!  

 

Other Funding: Our new Conservation Field Guide was funded via BC Parks, Pacific Salmon Foundation, 

Central Cariboo Arts & Culture Society, Cariboo Chilcotin Coast Invasive Plants Council, Invasive Species 

Council of British Columbia ($8,700 cash). This year’s Trash Art Projects were funded via the Community 

Arts Council of Williams Lake and the Central Cariboo Arts & Culture Society ($2,000). Our Hydrology Trail 

will be made possible with the support of the Pacific Salmon Foundation and a proposal pending to the 

Community Forest ($2,500).  The Salmonid Pool Art Exhibit was funded via the Pacific Salmon Foundation 

and the Central Cariboo Arts & Culture Society ($5,500). 

 

 

We are very grateful for the funding support of these organizations, providing us with the 

opportunity to continue the ongoing work of assuring future generations have a healthy environment 

in which to live. 
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Cariboo Chilcotin 
Conservation Society 
102 – 197 Second Ave N 
Williams Lake, BC 
V2G 1Z5 

T :  250.398.7929 
E : ccentre@ccconserv.org 

Working to Maintain Biodiversity 
         & Healthy Ecosystems 

We’re on the Web! 

Check us out here, 

or on Facebook 
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Memberships & Donations 
 
Our organization runs by the power of thousands of volunteer hours and 
donated materials. Memberships and donations contribute to our continuing 
services to the community in conservation work, and public education and 
awareness.  Thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm! 
 
For an annual membership or donation, please fill out the form below and 
either mail or drop off to the CCCS office (address at left). If a membership 
is not right for you, please consider passing it along to a friend or making 
a one-time donation instead! 
 
 
Circle Membership Type: 

 
Individual: $15.00           Family*: $20.00    Senior/Student: $5.00     
 
Group/Business: $30.00 
 
*If you checked "family" membership, how many people in your family? ____ 
(If left blank, we will assume your membership covers 4 people.) 

 

Donations: 

 $20.00 ____  $35.00 ____  $50.00 ____  $100 ____  Other amount _________      
 

Name:   
 
 ___________________________________________________________ 
Contact (for Business only)  
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Tel: _________________________________________ 
 
Email: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
Note: CCCS memberships begin June 1st and run to May 31st. 
Midterm membership fees will be adjusted accordingly. 
Membership fees and donations can be made via cash or cheque (made 
payable to the Cariboo Chilcotin Conservation Society) 
 

 
 

Yes! Tick here to be added to the CCCS listserv to receive 

updates on what’s new in conservation in the region 

http://teggiev.wix.com/cccs/
https://www.facebook.com/CCCSociety

